Published in the current issue of Interventional Neuroradiology you will find the guidelines proposed for physician qualifications of interventional therapists practicing endovascular management of acute stroke. I had the privilege of chairing the meeting where representatives from all major neurointerventional societies around the world met during the World Federation of Interventional and Therapeutic Neuroradiology (WFITN) biannual meeting in Australia in November 2015. This working group meeting also came to fruition thanks to the initiative of our industry partners who are facing ethical issues in providing medical equipment for acute stroke management to what appear to be unqualified physicians. This, in combination with the strong perception among several neurointerventional societies that the progress made thanks to several randomized trials demonstrating the benefit of thrombectomy in the management of intracranial large vessel occlusion, could be undone by having unqualified physicians attempt to perform such treatment.
It is to the credit of all participating societies involved, and their representatives at the meeting, that a document could be formulated that was unanimously endorsed by all participants. This was a major accomplishment and a strong indicator regarding the coherence of views on this issue among the various societies from around the world.
It is, therefore, in appreciation of all participating partner societies that we are publishing these guidelines in our journal Interventional Neuroradiology with acknowledgement of the role that the WFITN played in this process.
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